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1981 vill definitely be know a8 the “Year Of 7 
Werevelf” asong follovers of horror filme. Back 
Inareh, Joe Dante's The Novling Kicked off the 
cyele, asteing extrenely Bigh standards for all 
GNecessive lycanchrope sagas by virtue of its 
everall slickness and technical expertise. Meh 
Sei wadteigh'e Wolfen cane next, and although 
teehateally up t0 fe nutfered from being 
Inped inte the werewolf fila category when tt 
truely didn't belong there. (See 6.6. (21 for 
the complete story.) Although not yet in reler 
in thie area, Larry Cohen's (Les Alive, Cod 
ie To) Pull Hoon High hae been playing in the 
Eidsvest and decp south since early July to gen 
rally unfavorable reviews, aa it attempts to 
blend horror with humor, tvo elenents which have 
Sivays saintained a cenvous alliance at Best. 
fut the latest entry in the fur and fang sveep- 
sakes cones fom John Landis,uhose An Aner ican 
Herevolf Tn London provides a vell-crafted mix o 
Taughs and shocks and is probably the first en 
tirely successful gore conedy film ever released 
indie had the idea for Merevolf since way back 


World’ slovly, starting with the Little-seen 
Nerror faim schlock back tn 199 


Cle of youthfel directors (ala Carpenter, De Pal 
Sat Dente, ete.) and enabling hin to veite hte 
vs ticket for vbatever kind of film he wanted 
todo in the future, Of course, this vhirivind 
yoceese vent fo Landis" head at first, and he 
penped $3) nillion dollars into The Blues Broth- 
‘an over-rated, over-budgeted travesty that 
Shove exactly what ‘ean happen when you let a 
Young brat go carte blanche with a flim budgets 
Novever, with Werevolf Joba gets back into the 
realistic budget realm (10 nillton) and cones 
wp vith « very simple, yet Nighy entertaining 
hin. the plot in straightforward’ young David 
Kessler (played by David Naughton, Anstantly 
Conmeretats) and his fetend are backpacking 
{to death, but David mustaine only « few Iacer~ 
Stione~ enough, hovever, to transform his into 
S'verewolf at the advent of the next full noon 
A pretty young nurse falls tn love vith him and 
ries to murpress his guilt feelings about the 
(itbelfeved transformations, until eventually he 
ts cornered in Picadilly Circus by police and 
Binoed down in full for, realize thie doen't 
found terribly original, but Landi ‘enough 
sick humor and realistic gore tnto the film (cour 
teny of the fantartic make-up effects of Rick 
Asker) that the trite Linieation of the atery= 
Hise are easily overlooked. Baker's masterful 
effects cannot be overenphasized= his werewolf 
transformation sequences are revolutionary. Un= 
fortunately, a large part of the effecte veed tn 
these scenes are sintlar in execution to those 
teen io The Wovling and as such they probably do 
fot pack quite the vallop they would have Af 
Werewolf were to have been the Firat film 
Teased. (Incidentally, Hab Bottin, master of 
the pyrotechnics seen in The Howling wae Rick 
Baker's protoge for several years, so both vere 
probably integral in the developant of the 
Eraneformation tricke seen in each film. lope 
fully, this will stop the controversy over who 
stole fron vhom once and for alll). Aside from 
the wolf effects, Baker provides enough graphic 


4n'1969, but he couldn't secure any backers tn~ 
terested in financing a film that elicite ea 


‘sibbingss slashing, euttiation and deveurings 


THE REVENGE OF CHESTER WISKOWSKI 


G.6. subscriber Chester Wiskovskt of Maspeth, 
is Fapidly becoming the ardent archivist for the 
publication. Since subscribing several months 
fg0, he has kept in close touch, providing en- 
coutaging correspondence, corrective criticl 
land interesting addendums to material published 
{in the G.G. Gore completists my find much of 
this Kiformation to be of int ‘0 the fol- 
lowing are a fev examples of discoveries and er 
rors unearthed by Chester: Savage Man, Savage 
(surprisingly still in release at the Lib- 
‘erty Theater, playing daily to packed houses of 
Grooling aninal mutilation enthorl 
‘2 Mexican docusentary as inaccurat 
but an Italian effore (ie figures). 
‘Also, the print being chown nov in NYC ie the onel 
which was initially threatened with an X rating 
by the MPAA, necesaitating several gore cuts on 
prints in rele rts of the country 
to secure a more des rating... The Pey~ 


tagged as the Cinefantastique of rag ahi 
please let me know hov you feel about granting 
Future epace for back teeve tintyper 19 upcom 
Ang 6. 


WOLF (continued) 


that gore fans will find ample product to keep 
then fully repulsed throughout much of the 

file. Sone may deen the husor a bit repellent 
(Ges, David's dead friend continually appeare 
to him in varying stages of decomposition and 


theater go unnoticed by the audience vho Ris: 


London to be an origina 
that will Keep many wondering whether they 
‘should lavgh or puke for the 90 minute running 
Une of the film, 


chopath, that lurid Little curio reviewed back in| 

Ele O17, vas feat released by a fledgling ver 

coast distributor called Brentwood Files under 

the title An Eye Yor An Eye (not to be confused 

With the current Chuck Norris dud) with a running 

Cine of 86 minutes. With its present length at 

‘hours the flim world te 

being cheated of about 25 minut 

acting by our favorite mutant, Mr. Tom Basham, 

the sickest of all cookies who just has to be 
nto be believed... Another Eitle change ts 


readers "Film Of The Year"avard. 
hat old Jerry Gross (Blood Beachy 1 Drink Your 


Blood) initially released spit early in T 
eee ral arivesin cireultronder the title Day” 
Of The Wosan. 


‘When it illieited only a tepid 
Feaponse from sadonasochiste everyvhere, Cross 
yanked it from release, concocted a new, sore ex 
Plottative eiele (which he stole, incidentally, 
from an old 1964 French import film of the same 
‘nane) and sleazeball ad campaign to match. The 
film's success story and accompanying notoriety 
te Mstory... Finally, chester and I disagree 
fon an item he felt that Jess Franco's Barbed 


production, not an Italian on 
wrehed his claim and stili saintain 
that Dolle vas Tealian, and although it may have 
Tealian/German co-production, Linguine 
serchante definitely had a hand in this skid-rov 
fe Does anyone out there know (or care) 
fo that this raging controversy can 
be settied?... I'd appreciate reader feedback 
from colums like this (is 1 a waste of space, 
too trivial, tells you sore than you want to 
Yaov, etc.). Personally, I enjoy learning of 
the behind-the-scenes deeds of the low-budget 
fils soguls, but I'd never want the G.c. being 


‘CRUD FROM CRAVE, 


As briefly sention 
Deadly Blessing ts a resounding failure 
irector of such classice as The Hills Have 
Byes and the ave-inepiring List House On The 
Left has seemingly contracted a 
Wooperitis, letting a bigser budi 
Company support cause him to abandon his ex- 
ploitation/sleaze roots, resulting in the dul- 
Test, most cliche-ridden and predictable fin 
I've’ seen in a long tise. Bossing 16 nearly 
goreless and virtually without any rede 
quality whatsoever. 
(Ernest Borgnine my soon 
2 run for his money), the plot tired, at 
pacing excrenental, "(The twist "surprii 
fing is about as subtle as a flying mallet.) 
Tive caught flack from the parents of youn 
G.G. readers for using unwarranted expletive 


Deadly: 


